
 

Respect, Responsibility, Success 

Dates for your Diary 

February 

9th—Parents & Friends Meeting 

16th—SAPSASA Swimming / Governing Council Meeting 

24th—Family Information Night 

March 

5th—Schools Clean Up Day 

8th—Public Holiday—Adelaide Cup 

11th—Choir rehearsals 

21st—Harmony Day 

22nd—Child/Pupil Free Day 

24th—SAPSASA Athletics 

April 

2nd—Public Holiday—Good Friday 

5th—Public Holiday—Easter Monday 

7th—SAPSASA—Football & Netball 

9th—Term 1 ends—2.20pm dismissal 

26th—Public Holiday—Anzac Day 

27th—Term 2 begins 

Monash Primary and Preschool 
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FAMILY INFORMATION NIGHT-PRESCHOOL-YEAR 7 

Your child will have an invitation to bring home by the end of this 

week for Family Information Night. We typically have a great 

turn out of parents and extended family members come along, and 

it’s a lovely way to connect with staff and your child’s friends and 

their families. The format of the evening will be a little different 

to previous, as hosting a large group meeting of parents at one 

time won’t be manageable this year. Instead, we will have    

learning spaces open for a longer period of time (from 5.15pm-

6.45pm) and a free sausage sizzle will be served from 5.30pm-

6.30pm. All families are asked to return the reply slip, even if you 

aren’t able to attend, as this will ensure we send the relevant 

COVID information home to those who will be attending, and 

enable us to prepare our risk management plans. 
 

 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

We have received many donations of good     

quality second hand uniform items, and our  

Parents and Friends group have been busy 

sorting through and organising them. You are 

welcome to have a look at what we have in 

stock by coming by the Multipurpose Room on 

Friday mornings during Breakfast Club, or by 

calling into the admin office and asking staff if you can see the 

second hand uniforms. P&F appreciate a small donation for each 

item you select. The items will also be available on Family        

Information Night for you to have a look at. 

 

 

 

DAILY SCHOOL ROUTINE 

9.00am   Morning Routines 

9.20am to 11.00am Lessons 

11.00am to 11.20am Recess 

11.20am to 12.50pm Lessons 

12.50pm to 1.40pm  Lunch 

1.40pm to 3.20pm Lessons 

3.20pm   Dismissal 

 

 

 

     Alana Kitson 

     PRINCIPAL 

A GREAT START TO 2021! 

It has been wonderful to have such a settled, calm and         

productive start to the school and preschool year, after what 

felt like a very disconnected and chaotic end to 2020! Welcoming 

families back onsite has really given us the boost of connection 

and positivity that we thrive on in our Monash community. We 

have welcomed new staff, all of whom are establishing them-

selves as valuable members of our team. Buddy Class connections 

are being made across our whole site, and expectations and     

routines are being developed.  

Seeing how our new preschoolers and receptions are settling in to 

their routines has been particularly pleasing. We have welcomed 

24 Receptions (as well as one Year 5 and one Year 6 student) 

this year, and we have 19 Preschoolers. This is our largest intake 

of Reception children for many years, and is a reflection of our 

strong early years program and connections. The transition for 

students from Monash Preschool to Reception is well structured 

and continuously evolving, and we clearly see how it supports   

students and families as they make the big step from preschool 

to school!  

I trust that families have also felt that their child has had a 

positive start to the 2021 year, and that you have had the 

opportunity to connect with teachers and other key staff as 

necessary. I look forward to seeing many of you at our Family 

Information Night (details next column). 
 

R-5 SWIMMING 

For 2021, we have arranged for our Reception-Year 5 swimming 

lessons to be held in Term 4, rather than Term 1. Dates and 

further information will be confirmed later in the year. 

ASHTON SCHOLASTIC 

BOOKCLUB ISSUE 1 2021 

Ashton Scholastic Issue 1 was issued 

last week.  Please ensure orders are in 

by Wednesday, 17th February. 



A note from Natalie - Student Wellbeing Leader 
 

I would like to extend everyone a warm Welcome to the new school year,            

particularly families who are new to Monash Primary and Preschool. I hope           

everyone had a joyful, safe and relaxing summer and that everyone has settled 

well into the new routine of being back at school/preschool. 

 

Our wellbeing goals for the first 4 weeks of the year are all about establishing strong and positive 

connections. Research consistently proves that people who feel like they belong are positive, 

connected, interested, engaged and perform well. 

 

As a parent or family member, one of the ways in which you can help foster connection          

between school/preschool and home is to talk to your child/student about school/preschool. 

Having been a parent of two school aged children, I know that isn’t as easy as it sounds. Often 

when asking what my children had been doing at the end of a school day, the answer I          

received was “nothin”. I now realise that the types of questions I was asking and the time I 

picked to ask them were producing a poor result! I recently read an article titled “15 questions to 

replace How was school today?” by Edutopia. It raised some good questions as well as points 

about optimal times to have the conversation with your child that I thought I would share. 

 

Some of the questions I thought were good examples included: 

 Tell me about a moment today when you felt excited/confused/challenged about what 

you were learning? 

 Think about something you learned about in school today? What would you like to learn 

more about? 

 Were there any moments today when you felt proud of yourself? 

 What did you appreciate or enjoy about today? What are you looking forward to              

tomorrow? 

 Is there a question you would like me to ask you about your day? 

 

Tips for when and how to have the conversation: 

 Firstly, don’t ask all the questions at once - limit it to one. Figure out which ones work well. 

 Ask when you have your child’s full attention and they have yours - over dinner or in the car 

perhaps. 

 Don’t interrupt, listen. 

 Ask for more, e.g. “I’d love to hear more about that.” 

 Ask about feelings e.g. “how did you feel in that moment, what did you notice happened 

to your body when you felt that?” 

 Validate feelings. Whatever your child feels is normal and o.k. Let them know that. 



Well done to these students for demonstrating the characteristics of 

‘Successful Learners’ and ‘Social and Emotional Learners’ 

Term :1    Weeks: 1 & 2 

Preschool:Mrs Allder 

All Preschool children—Social & Emotional Learner—For engaging positively in play and routines during our first Preschool day. 

R/1:Mrs Scholz/Miss Axon 

Scarlett—Successful Learner—Persisting with tasks even when there are challenges. 

Poppy—Social & Emotional Learner—Being a responsible and caring big buddy and finding ways to solve problems. 

R/1:Miss Iskra 

Celise—Successful Learner—Giving her friends supportive feedback on what they were doing well when being the Star of the 

Day. 

Lennox & Aidan—Social & Emotional Learner—Lennox and Aidan supported a new friend by helping them find a game to play at 

lunch.  They stopped their game to play their new friend's choice so they could help him feel comfortable at school. 

2/3:Ms Braun/Ms Strout 

Henry—Successful Learner—For participating in class discussions and being a respectful class member. 

Olivia—Social & Emotional Learner—For being a friendly class member and always entering the class with a smile. 

3/4:Ms Thompson 

Jerrick—Successful Learner—Demonstrating great persistence and resilience in reading and maths. 

Makayde—Social & Emotional Learner—Helping others and great team work.  Twenty-seven Dojo points already! 

4/5:Miss McGargill 

Jade—Successful Learner—Everyday Jade has shown clear signs that she is trying her best at each activity.  Jade is a very 

persistent student with her work, even when it is proving to be challenging.  For example, Jade was given spelling words and she 

attempted to spell them correctly multiple times with out giving up.  She then was curious as to know what they meant which 

means she is making connection between the word and its context. 

Isabella—Social & Emotional Learner—Isabella constantly shows empathy and respect to her peers and friends both inside 

the classroom and out in the yard.  She is willing to assist others with their work, or an activity they are stuck on which builds 

and strengthens positive relationships.  Isabella is always pursuing her work in a positive manner and engages straight away 

when instructions are given. 

6/7:Mrs Neumann/Mrs Barnett 

Anthony—Successful Learner—Consistently being organised and ready for learning. 

Shakirra—Social & Emotional Learner—Friendly and welcoming to all students and staff. 

6/7:Mr Thiele 

Jett—Successful Learner—Overcame his fear at Aquatics and had a great day. 

Ella—Social & Emotional Learner—Demonstrated a positive mindset that inspired others at Aquatics. 

Mrs Ridley (Music, Dance & Drama) 

Zach H—Social & Emotional Learner—For showing leadership skills and kindness to another student to ensure they 

were successful and included. 

Mr  Beck (Health & PE) 

Kate S—Social & Emotional Learner—Showing leadership and encouraging the receptions during PE. 

Ms Strout  (Visual Arts & JP Spanish Teacher) 

Celise D—Successful Learner—For creating an effective ‘Name’ artwork with dots and paint. 




