
 

Respect, Responsibility, Success 

Dates for your Diary 

May 
7th—Parents & Friends Meeting 
10th—SAPSASA Netball and Football 
14th—Governing Council Meeting 
17th—Walk Safely to School Day 
22nd—SAPSASA Cross Country 
24th—Choir rehearsals 
26th (Sunday)—MMM 
June 
4th—Parents & Friends Meeting 
10th—Public Holiday—Queen’s Birthday 
11th—Governing Council Meeting 
14th—SAPSASA Girls Football 
27th—SAPSASA Hockey 
28th—Pupil Free Day 
July 
5th—Choir rehearsals / End of Term 2  

Monash Primary and Preschool 

NEWSLETTER 
30th April, 2019 : Term 2 : Week 1  

           “Successful schooling - Our future’s foundation” 

                                             PRINCIPAL - Alana Kitson 
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NAPLAN 2019 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It is a 
nationally developed program that provides schools, states and      
territories with information about how education programs are working 
and what areas need to be prioritised for improvement.  
 
This year, our students are participating in the online format of the 
test. With the exception of Year 3 writing, which will be paper-based, all 
tests will be completed on a computer. This year’s tests will be        
conducted between Tuesday 14th and Monday 20th May.  
 
NAPLAN tests are just one of a number of assessments that         
students at Monash Primary take part in. Students do not have to 
learn specific skills in order to participate in NAPLAN tests. Teachers 
work with student to give them the opportunity to become familiar with 
the test format and conditions. 
 
Participation in NAPLAN tests is compulsory for all Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 
students. Parents or carers may withdraw their child from the tests 
to address issues such as religious beliefs and philosophical objections 
to testing. This should be done in consultation with the school         
Principal, and formal notification must be received by the school prior 
to testing. Furthermore, students with significant intellectual         
disability or those with significant co-existing conditions which severely 
limit their capacity to participate in the tests may be exempted from 
the tests. Again, this is in consultation with the Principal. Students 
who are absent at the time of testing will participate in a catch-up 
session on Friday 17th May to complete missed tests. 
 
An information paper for families of students in Years 3, 5 and 7 is 
being sent home today, and further copies are available from the front 
office. 
 
Questions about your child’s participation in NAPLAN should be      
directed to Alana Kitson, Principal, via the front office. 
 
GOVERNING COUNCIL NEWS 
At our most recent meeting, Governing Council appointed Trigona   
Pickering as Treasurer for 2019. This completes the filling of the Office 
Bearer positions on Council for this year. 
At the same meeting, Council discussed the naming of our site, since 
the amalgamation between the Kindergarten and Primary School was 
finalised at the end of 2018. Attached to this newsletter is a letter to 
all families outlining Governing Council’s proposal for our site name and 
inviting feedback from families. Please take the time to read the letter, 
sign the acknowledgement slip, offer feedback if you wish and return it 
to the admin office before the end of Week 2. This will enable Council to 
consider feedback and complete the next steps of the process. 
 
     Alana Kitson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME BACK 
It has been great to welcome back all children, families and staff and 
hear about different holiday adventures. For some it is difficult to get 
back into the routine of preschool and school, for others they thrive 
on the routine and familiarity that term time brings. Regardless of 
our preference, ensuring we get adequate rest, make healthy food 
choices and are kind to ourselves as we settle back in is important 
this week – for children as well as adults! 
 
EASTER RAFFLE 
At the end of last term, the Year 6/7 Canberra Camp fundraising 
Easter Raffle was drawn. Congratulations to all the winners. 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who sold and bought tickets in the 
raffle – a total of $1,150 was raised for our camp!!! Thank you also to 
our Parents and Friends Committee and Year 6/7 teachers who 
supported the organisation of the raffle. 
 
NEW STUDENTS 
Welcome to our school—Hayden and Keiran. 
Hayden is in Year 3 in Ms Thompson’s class and Keiran is in Year 5 in 
Mr Thiele’s class. 
 
 



WOOLWORTHS  
EARN & LEARN 2019 

 
This year we will be participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn   
program. Through this program we will be able to get new educational 
resources for our school and all we need you to do is shop for your 
groceries at Woolworths.  From Wednesday, May 1st to Tuesday, June 
25th, we are collecting Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers.  Place the 
Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn 
Sticker Sheet and when it’s complete, the Sticker Sheet can be 
dropped into the Collection Box here at school (in the Front Office) 
and Berri Woolworths. You earn one Woolworths Earn & Learn sticker 
for every $10 spent at Woolworths.  Sticker sheets are available in the 
Front Office.  At the end of the promotion, we’ll be able to get some 
great new equipment. The range is extensive and offers lots of items 
ideal for our students – including resources for Maths, English,     
Science and some fantastic fun supplies for Arts & Craft, Sport and 
for our library.  
If you’d like to know more, visit https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/
discover/earn-and-learn   Jimmy Vlassopoulos 

 

ASHTON SCHOLASTIC BOOKCLUB 
ISSUE 3 
Ashton Scholastic Issue 3 is being 
issued today.  Please ensure orders 
are in by Wednesday, 15th May. 
 

 
WHAT SCIENCE TELLS US ABOUT WHY YOU SHOULD GET LOST IN A GREAT STORY 

READING IS A WORKOUT 
*Increases knowledge &  

vocabulary by 50% 
 
 

*Lowers stress by 68% 
 
 
*Can lengthen your life by            

2 years 
 

LOOK OUT FOR THE FLYER LATER IN THE WEEK! 
 

 
UNIFORMS 
Parents and Friends have second hand uniforms on display on Friday 
mornings in the Multipurpose Room during Breakfast Club.  They are 
available for purchase for a gold coin donation.   
As always, please remember that all uniform items should be clearly 
named, especially jumpers, jackets and hats. 
 

 
WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY 
On Friday, 17th May we will celebrate National 
Walk Safely to School Day with a walk to school 
from the Monash Hall. There will be more       
information in our next Newsletter. 
 

 
 
PARKING 
In recent weeks, morning parking out the front of 
the school has caused inconvenience to those    
parents wishing to “Kiss & Drop”. Parents are    
reminded that the school side of Jackson Street is 
a no parking area between 8:30am and 9:00am. 
Please use other designated parking areas around 
the school during this time. 

MESSAGE FROM NATALIE BROCK  
(STUDENT WELLBEING LEADER) 

MAMMOTH MONASH MARKET    

SUNDAY 26th MAY 

 

 
Many thanks to all families for the positive response to our request 
for help at the upcoming market.  We are in the process of putting 
together the roster of helpers and parents will be advised of times 
and stalls in the week before the market.   
AT THE MOMENT WE STILL REQUIRE MORE HELPERS ON ALL STALLS.  We 
ask that parents who haven’t returned the ‘parent helpers notice’ do 
so by the end of the week so that our rosters can be organised.   
 
 
THE SUPPORT OF ALL FAMILIES IS VITAL TO ENSURE A SUCCESSFUL MARKET. 
 
 
RAFFLE BOOKS—Today one raffle book per family has been issued 
with the newsletter.  Please see Jane or Nicole in the front office if 
you would like extra books. 
 
 
PLANTS AND PRODUCE STALL—Please start thinking about items 
for this stall.  Plants, cuttings, plastic plant pots, egg cartons, 
jams, sauces, preserves and dried fruit are just some examples.   
 
 
CAKES, SWEETS & PRODUCE STALL—Please note that homemade 
and packaged goods ie cakes/slices for the cakes stall or chutney/
jam for the produce stall should have ingredients listed on a label 
and attached to the item.  Please indicate if the product has been    
frozen.  Cellophane bags for packaging are available from the office. 

Monash Primary & Preschool has 
Wednesday as its fruit/veg platter day 
for our students and we need volunteers 
to help cut up/prepare the platters from 
8.30am in the Multi-Purpose Room 
(Building Number 4).   
Your help is very much appreciated. 

PARENTS & FRIENDS FUNDRAISER 
MOTHER’S DAY / CARER’S STALL 

 
 

Next Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
from 8.30am—9.00am Parents and 
Friends will have gifts for sale under  

the verandah for Mother’s Day. 
Bring your pocket money to school 

and buy something special for  
your mum / carer. 

Gifts are all under $10.00 
 

BOOKS CAN: 
 Boost your mood 

Studies show that people who read for fun are 
more likely to feel happy and confident 

 Help you relax 
Your heatbeat slows. Your muscles melt.  One 

minute you’re reading in bed, and the next you’re 
zzzzzZZZZZzzzzzZZZZ 

 Bring people together 
Whether you’re starting a Book Club or  

bonding over Wimpy Kid with a 
friend, you’ll be part of 
a reading community 

https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/discover/earn-and-learn
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/discover/earn-and-learn


Football Clinics 
On Wednesday, April 10th, Nick Dillon from the SANFL (South Australian National Football League) visited our school to conduct 
football clinics with some classes in PE lessons.  Students were taught the basic skills needed to effectively play football (kicking 
and handballing) in a variety of skill drilled activities and modified games.  The students thoroughly enjoyed the clinics and learnt a 
lot from them.  Thank you to Nick for visiting our school to put on these clinics for our students.        Jimmy Vlassopoulos 
 

State SAPSASA Softball 
In Week 11, Term 1, Mackenzy, Bridget, Ella, Emily, Nathan and Zy represented the Riverland at the State SAPSASA                   
Softball Carnival which was held at Barratt Reserve, West Beach in Adelaide. The Boys were competing in Division 1 and the Girls 
Division 2.  Emily was selected as captain of the Girls team. 

The Boys played 8 matches during the week, winning 4 and losing 4.  The Girls also played 8 matches, winning 2, drawing 1 and    
losing 5.  Overall, the Boys finished 6th out of 9 teams and the Girls finished joint 5th out of 9 teams.  Both teams played          
outstanding softball during the week and a number of our students were named in the best players.  Well done to the six students 
who represented our school at this Carnival. 



MESSAGE FROM NATALIE BROCK  
(STUDENT WELLBEING LEADER) 

 
 
 
Welcome back to Term 2 everyone.  I hope you all enjoyed spending time with family and friends 
over the holiday/Easter break and had some time to rest and recharge but also have plenty of fun 
and laughter.  I am excited to return this term with all of the Wellbeing initiatives that will be           
happening over the next 10 weeks.   
 
I particularly look forward to the focussed implementation of our Social and Emotional Learners 
Framework (see image below) that I briefly shared at Family Information Night at the beginning of the 
year. We have been working on this as a staff over the past couple of years and are thrilled that we 
have it at implementation stage. Staff will be explicitly teaching and referring to initially two and then 
one of the social and emotional “I am” statements for two weeks at a time, completing all six by the 
end of our ten week term. Assemblies, newsletters and other forms of communication to families will 
highlight what is happening in our school in reference to this each fortnight.: 
 
Weeks 1 and 2 - I manage my emotions and I show resilience. 
Weeks 3 and 4 - I positively engage in play and interactions. 
Weeks 5 and 6 - I show empathy, respect others and build friendships. 
Weeks 7 and 8 - I identify and solve problems. 
Weeks 9 and 10 - I resolve conflicts. 
 
Please ask your children to share with you what they know about the framework throughout the term. 
Other wellbeing initiatives happening this term include the KidsMatter Team continuing to support 
peers in the yard, running weekly inclusive lunch activities, sharing brain breaks at assembly and  
having a stall at the Monash Mammoth Market. The Drumbeat Program will also commence this 
term.   
What a busy but wonderful term I am envisaging it to be. I am so grateful to work in such a positive 
and rewarding environment and thank staff, students and families for their support and work in       
fostering such an environment. 

 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 




